
 
 

 
BR EED NAME : S o u th  A frica n  M a stiff®  
 
OR IGIN: S o u th  A frica  
 
DATE OF PUB LICATION OF THE S TANDAR D : 01/08/2019 
 
UTILIZATION: A lth o u g h  th e  S o u th  A frica n  M a stiff® is a  fa m ily co m p a n io n  it sh o u ld  a lwa ys b e  re a d y a n d  willin g  to  
p ro te ct its fa m ily.  
 
KUS A-CLAS S IFICATION:  d e ve lo p in g  b re e d  
 
BR IEF HIS TOR ICAL S UMMAR Y: In  th e  h a rsh , a n d  o fte n  h o stile  co u n try o f S o u th  A frica , fa rm  d o g s (d o g s o f 
u n ce rta in  h e rita g e , n o t p u re  b re d  o r fro m  a n y b re e d  so cie ty) we re  ke p t a s fa m ily d o g s a n d  we re  m o stly d e ve lo p e d  
fo r g u a rd in g  th e  h o m e ste a d .  T h e y we re  m e d iu m  to  la rg e  siz e d  d o g s with  a  m a stiff like  a p p e a ra n ce .  T h e  first 
co lle ctive  g ro u p  o f p e o p le  to  e sta b lish  a  b re e d  a sso cia tio n  fo r th e se  d o g s fo rm u liz e d  a  b re e d  sta n d a rd  in  1983 a n d  
S A B B S  (S o u th  A frica n  B o e rb o e l B re e d e rs A sso cia tio n ) wa s b o rn .  M a n y sp lin te r a sso cia tio n s a n d  so cie tie s la te r, 
th e  b re e d  sta n d a rd  a n d  in te rp re ta tio n  wa rp e d  to  su ch  a n  e xte n t th a t m a n y m ig h t sa y it n o  lo n g e r se rve s th e  p u rp o se  
it wa s o rig in a lly b re d  fo r. In  o rd e r to  a ch ie ve  th e  o b je ctive  o f cre a tin g  a  wo rkin g  d o g  ca p a b le  o f p ro te ctin g  its fa m ily , 
th e  b re e d  sta n d a rd  o f th e  S o u th  A frica n  M a stiff® wa s d e te rm in e d , wh ich  re la te s to  th e  p h ysica l co n stitu tio n  a s we ll 
a s th e  tra its a n d  ch a ra cte ristics. 
 
 
GENER AL APPEAR ANCE : A  la rg e , im p re ssive  a n d  p o we rfu l d o g .  S tro n g  a n d  m u scu la r.  T h e  d o g  m u st lo o k 
a th le tic a n d  stro n g .   
 
IMPORTANT PR OPOR TIONS :  D e p th  o f ch e st sh o u ld  b e  e q u a l to  th e  h e ig h t a t with e rs. L e n g th  o f m u z z le  sh o u ld  
b e  e q u a l o r a  b it sh o rte r th a n  th e  le n g th  o f h e a d . L e n g th  o f b o d y: m e a su re d  fro m  p o in t o f sh o u ld e r to  p o in t o f 
b u tto ck sh o u ld  b e  e q u a l to  th e  h e ig h t a t with e rs.  
 
B EHAVIOUR /TEMPER AMENT: T h e  d o g  m u st b e  ca lm  a n d  we ll-b a la n ce d  in  te rm s o f ch a ra cte r, co n fid e n t a n d  
se lf-a ssu re d , n a tu ra l a n d  g o o d -n a tu re d  a s we ll a s a tte n tive  a n d  willin g  to  p le a se . T h e  d o g  m u st p o sse ss in stin ctive  
b e h a vio u r, re silie n ce  a n d  se lf-a ssu ra n ce  in  o rd e r to  b e  su ita b le  a s a  co m p a n io n , g u a rd  a n d  p ro te ctio n  d o g . O n ce  
in tro d u ce d  to  visito rs a t h o m e  in  its o wn  te rrito ry, th e  d o g s m u st b e h a ve  ca lm ly a n d  n o t p re se n t a n y th re a t to  th e  
visito rs. T h e  d o g  m u st b e h a ve  ca lm ly a n d  n o t p re se n t a n y th re a t to  th e  ju d g e  o r to  a n y p e rso n  o r d o g  in  p u b lic 
a re a s. 
 
 
HEAD 
CR ANIAL R EGION:  
S ku ll: B lo cky. B ro a d  a n d  fla t b e twe e n  th e  e a rs with  th e  wid th , d e p th  a n d  le n g th  b e in g  e q u a l.   
 
FACIAL R EGION:  
N o se : B la ck. B ro a d , with  we ll o p e n e d  n o strils wh e n  vie we d  fro m  fro n t, fla t (n o t p o in te d  o r tu rn e d  u p ) in  p ro file .  
 
M u z z le : T h e  m u z z le  is sh o rt, b ro a d  a n d  d e e p  a n d  we ll a tta ch e d  to  th e  h e a d . K e e p in g  n e a rly p a ra lle l in  wid th  to  
e n d  o f n o se , th u s fo rm in g  a  rig h t a n g le  with  u p p e r lin e  o f fa ce , o f g re a t d e p th  fro m  p o in t o f n o se  to  u n d e r ja w. T h e  
m u z z le  sh o u ld  p re se n t sq u a re . T h e  lo we r ja w is b ro a d  a n d  sq u a re , sh o win g  n o  we a kn e ss. 
 
L ip s: F le sh y a n d  lo o se , co ve rin g  th e  lo we r lip s a n d  ja w, b u t sh o u ld  n o t h a n g  lo we r th a n  th e  lo we r ja w lin e .  S tro n g  
p ig m e n ta tio n  is p re fe rre d  
 



 
 

 
Ja ws/T e e th : C a n in e  te e th  h e a lth y, p o we rfu l a n d  wid e  a p a rt. A  co m p le te  se t (42 te e th  a cco rd in g  to  th e  d e n ta l 
fo rm u la ) S cisso rs b ite  o r re ve rse d  scisso r b ite  b u t n e ve r so  m u ch  a s to  b e co m e  visib le  wh e n  m o u th  is clo se d . A n  
o ve rsh o t is a  se rio u s fa u lt.   
 
C h e e ks: M u scle s o f te m p le s a n d  ch e e ks (te m p o ra l a n d  m a sse te r) we ll d e ve lo p e d .  
 
E ye s: M e d iu m  siz e , a lm o n d  sh a p e d , h o riz o n ta lly se t a n d  wid e  a p a rt a n d  n o t p ro tru d in g . C o lo u r lig h t ye llo w to  d a rk 
b ro wn . O p e ra tive  co rre ctio n s a re  fo rb id d e n . 
 
E a rs: V -sh a p e d , m o d e ra te  th ickn e ss a n d  m e d iu m  siz e d  e a rs.  T h e y a re  se t h ig h  a g a in st th e  sku ll a n d  d ro p  
sid e wa ys, clo se  to  th e  ch e e ks wh e n  in  re p o se .  W h e n  a le rt, th e  e a rs sh o u ld  fo rm  a  stra ig h t lin e  with  th e  to p  o f th e  
sku ll.  
 
N E C K : S lig h tly a rch e d , ve ry m u scu la r. A  slig h t d e wla p  is a cce p ta b le . T h e  skin  is lo o se  b u t sm o o th  b e twe e n  th e  
fo re le g s.  
 
B ODY: 
 
T o p  lin e : L e ve l a n d  with o u t in te rru p tio n .  A  slig h tly h ig h e r h in d  q u a rte rs is a cce p ta b le  wh e n  ta kin g  th e  m u scu la tu re  
o f th e  g lu te s in  co n sid e ra tio n .   
 
W ith e rs: T h e  with e rs a re  we ll la id  b a ck with  g o o d  m u scle  d e ve lo p m e n t a n d  clo se ly a tta ch e d  to  th e  b o d y .  
 
B a ck: T h e  b a ck is wid e , firm , stro n g , lo n g  a n d  we ll-m u scle d . R a tio  o f le n g th  b e twe e n  b a ck a n d  lo in  is two  th ird s 
b a ck a n d  1 th ird  lo in . 
 
L o in : T h e  lo in  is b ro a d , stro n g ly d e ve lo p e d  a n d  we ll-m u scle d .  
 
C ro u p : T h e  cro u p  sh o u ld  n o t d ro o p  o r cro u ch  a n d  b e  th e  sa m e  h e ig h t a s th e  with e rs.  
 
C h e st: M e a su re d  fro m  th e  with e rs to  th e  b riske t sh o u ld  b e  th e  sa m e  a s fro m  th e  e lb o w to  th e  g ro u n d . B riske t 
e xte n d in g  b e lo w th e  e lb o w. T h e  circu m fe re n ce  o f th e  rib ca g e  wo u ld  b e  in  re la tio n  fo  3 :2 to  th e  h e ig h t o f th e  d o g  
m e a su re d  a t th e  with e rs. W e ll-sp ru n g  rib ca g e .  
 
T A IL : T h e  ta il is se t h ig h  a n d  e xte n d s a t le a st to  th e  h o ck, b u t n o t b e yo n d  th e  m id d le  o f th e  h in d  p a ste rn . S lig h tly 
lo n g e r h a ir o n  th e  ta il is  a cce p ta b le  b u t n o t d e sire d . T h e  ta il is ca rrie d  h a n g in g  d o wn wa rd  in  a  g e n tle  cu rve , wh e re b y 
in  a  sta te  o f e xcite m e n t a n d  in  m o tio n  it is ra ise d  a n d  ca rrie d  h ig h e r with  th e  e n d  p o in tin g  u p wa rd s, b u t n o t o ve r 
b a ck. O p e ra tive  co rre ctio n s a re  fo rb id d e n .xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx   
 
LIMBS  
 
FOREQUAR TERS :  
 
G e n e ra l a p p e a ra n ce : A re  stra ig h t wh e n  se e n  fro m  a ll sid e s, a n d  p a ra lle l wh e n  se e n  fro m  th e  fro n t with o u t th e  
e lb o ws a n d  fe e t tu rn  n e ith e r in  n o r o u twa rd s. T h e  fro n t le g s a re  se t wid e  a p a rt to  a llo w m a xim u m  ch e st 
d e ve lo p m e n t.  T h e  p a ste rn  sh o u ld  b e  sh o rt, th ick a n d  slig h tly a n g le d  to  th e  fro n t wh e n  vie we d  fro m  th e  fro n t a n d  
sid e  to  a llo w fo r a  d o g  to  m o ve  p u rp o se fu lly a n d  flu e n tly.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
S h o u ld e r: T h e  sh o u ld e rs a re  we ll la id  b a ck with  g o o d  m u scle  d e ve lo p m e n t a n d  clo se ly a tta ch e d  to  th e  b o d y.  
 
E lb o w: E lb o ws m a y n o t b e  tu rn e d  o u t o r p u sh e d  in .  T h e  fo re a rm s a re  stra ig h t wh e n  se e n  fro m  a ll sid e s a n d  
m u scle d .  
 
F o re a rm : L e g s stra ig h t, stro n g  a n d  se t wid e  a p a rt, b o n e s b e in g  la rg e  M e ta ca rp u s (P a ste rn ): P a ws sh o u ld  p o in t 
stra ig h t fo rwa rd  with  a  slig h t tu rn  in  p a ste rn . T h e  p a ste rn  sh o u ld  b e  sh o rt, th ick a n d  slig h tly a n g le d  to  th e  fro n t 
wh e n  vie we d  fro m  th e  fro n t a n d  sid e  to  a llo w fo r p u rp o se fu l a n d  flu e n t m o ve m e n t.   
 
F o re fe e t: R o u n d e d , we ll-clo se d  a n d  a rch e d ; th e  so le s a re  h a rd  b u t n o t b rittle .  T h e  n a ils a re  stro n g , sh o rt a n d  o f 
d a rk co lo u r.   
 
HINDQUAR TERS :  
 
G e n e ra l a p p e a ra n ce : T h e  h in d q u a rte rs sh o u ld  b e  p o we rfu l a n d  we ll a n g u la te d  to  e n h a n ce  e ffe ctive  p ro p u lsio n . 
S tre n g th  in  h in d q u a rte rs is o f p a ra m o u n t im p o rta n ce , co w h o cks in  m a tu re  a d u lts is u n a cce p ta b le . T h e  le g s a re  
stro n g  a n d  we ll-m u scle d .  
 
T h ig h : T h e  u p p e r a n d  se co n d  th ig h  is we ll d e ve lo p e d  with  p ro m in e n t m u scu la tu re .  
 
L o we r th ig h : W e ll d e ve lo p e d .  
 
H o ck jo in t: H o cks b e n t, wid e  a p a rt, a n d  q u ite  sq u a re ly se t wh e n  sta n d in g  o r wa lkin g . T h e  h o cks a re  stro n g ly 
d e ve lo p e d  a n d  firm , it is th ick a n d  sh o rt a n d  b e n d s slig h tly fo rwa rd  to  su p p o rt th e  we ig h t o f th e  d o g .  
 
M e ta ta rsu s (R e a r p a ste rn ): T h e  h in d  p a ste rn  sta n d s ve rtica lly u n d e r th e  h o ck.  
 
H in d  fe e t: R o u n d e d , we ll-clo se d  a n d  a rch e d ; th e  so le s a re  h a rd  b u t n o t b rittle .  T h e  n a ils a re  stro n g , sh o rt a n d  o f 
d a rk co lo u r.   
 
GAIT / MOVEMENT: T h e  m o ve m e n t sh o u ld  b e  p o we rfu l with  e a sy e xte n sio n  a n d  p u rp o se fu l. D rive n  fro m  th e  re a r, 
flu e n t, so u n d , with  g ro u n d -co ve rin g  strid e s. L e ve l to p  lin e  m a in ta in e d  wh ilst o n  th e  m o ve  with  o n ly slig h t sid e wa ys 
m o ve m e n t.  T h e  g a it sh o u ld  b e  lo n g  with  a  h ig h  kn e e  a ctio n .  A n y te n d e n cy to wa rd s o ve r-a n g u la tio n  o f th e  
h in d q u a rte rs re d u ce s th e  sta b ility a n d  th e  sta m in a , a n d  th e re b y th e  wo rkin g  a b ility o f th e  d o g .  
 
 
S KIN: T h e  skin  is th ick a n d  (lo o se ly) fittin g . D a rk p ig m e n ta tio n  is p re fe rre d . W h ite  p ig m e n ta tio n  is a cce p ta b le , b u t 
p in k is u n d e sira b le . 
 
COAT:  
 
H a ir: S h o rt a n d  clo se  lyin g . L o n g  h a ir is n o t a cce p ta b le .  
 
C o lo u r: R e d  b rin d le , fa wn  b rin d le , p ie b a ld  b rin d le , re d , b ro wn , fa wn , Irish  S p o tte d , P ie b a ld  a n d  e xtre m e  P ie b a ld . 
W h ite  is a cce p ta b le  b u t su b je ct to  a  h e a lth y skin , g o o d  p ig m e n ta tio n , b la ck n o se  a n d  e ye  rim s. T h e  co lo u r b la ck 
is n o t a llo we d . 
S tro n g  m a sks wh e re  th e  b la ck re a ch e s th e  e ye s a n d  b e yo n d  is p re fe rre d . M a sks a re  cla ssifie d  a s stro n g , m e d iu m , 
slig h t o r n o n e .  W h e re  n o  m a sk is p re se n t th e  n o se  m u st b e  b la ck. 
 



 
 

 
 
S IZE AND WEIGHT:  
 
M a le  d o g s: 
Id e a l h e ig h t a t with e rs: 70cm  – 75cm (29.5 in )  
Id e a l we ig h t: 70kg  – 75kg (165.3lb )   
 
F e m a le  d o g s: 
Id e a l h e ig h t a t with e rs: 65cm  – 71cm (28in ) 
Id e a l we ig h t: 65kg  – 71kg (156.5lb ) 
 
FAULTS :  
A n y d e p a rtu re  fro m  th e  fo re g o in g  p o in ts sh o u ld  b e  co n sid e re d  a  fa u lt a n d  th e  se rio u sn e ss with  wh ich  th e  fa u lt 
sh o u ld  b e  re g a rd e d  sh o u ld  b e  in  e xa ct p ro p o rtio n  to  its d e g re e  a n d  its e ffe ct u p o n  th e  h e a lth  a n d  we lfa re  o f th e  
d o g  
 
S EVERE FAULTS   
F a u lts liste d  sh o u ld  b e  in  d e g re e  o f se rio u sn e ss. 
D e via tio n s fro m  th e  a b o ve -d e scrib e d  b re e d  ch a ra cte ristics wh ich  im p a ir th e  wo rkin g  ca p a b ility.   
 
DIS QUALIFYING FAULTS  
• A g g re ssive  o r o ve rly sh y d o g s  
• A n y d o g  cle a rly sh o win g  p h ysica l o r b e h a vio u ra l a b n o rm a litie s sh a ll b e  d isq u a lifie d .  
• U n typ ica l sp e cim e n . 
• F a u lts wh ich  p ro h ib it a  d o g  fro m  win n in g  a n y a wa rd  a t d o g  sh o ws; wro n g  typ e  o f b ite ;  
  U n a cce p ta b le  co lo u r; o ve r o r u n d e rsiz e d , e tc. 
• M a le  a n im a ls sh o u ld  h a ve  two  a p p a re n tly n o rm a l te sticle s fu lly d e sce n d e d  in to  th e  scro tu m  
• O n ly fu n ctio n a lly a n d  clin ica lly h e a lth y d o g s, with  b re e d  typ ica l co n fo rm a tio n , sh o u ld  b e  u se d  fo r b re e d in g   


