
                                                            

 

AUGUST 2017 NEWS LETTER 

CAPE BULLMASTIFF CLUB 

From the Chair: There is a rich heritage and history of the Bullmastiff in 

Southern Africa and it should be of importance and interest to present day 

breeders, owners and fanciers.   

This history goes back to 1925 and details the first two Bullmastiffs brought 

into Southern Africa and those that followed soon thereafter. 

And as so many of our present breeders and exhibitors know so very little about 

our heritage and history I thought it time to go back to the beginning .  

I was also offered a story going back to 1975 so have co-ordinated both stories 

in to a visit  to the past and to the first Bullmastiffs that have shaped and 

starred in that past. 

I hope all the CBC members / readers enjoy returning to days that were so much 

simpler and seemingly not filled with all the distaste of today. Enjoy!  

NOTABLE SOUTHERN AFRICAN BULLMASTIFFS 

DATE  NAME SEX COLOUR OWNER NOTATION 

1925 FARCROFT 

VIGIL (imp UK)  

BITCH CLEAR HEARD FIRST KNOWN 

BULLMASTIFF 

IMPORTED INTO 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

(NOT KUSA 

REGISTERED) 



1925 FARCROFT JOE 

(import UK)  

DOG BRINDLE HEARD SECOND KNOWN 

BULLMASTIFF & 

FIRST BRINDLE 

IMPORTED INTO 

SOUTHERN 

AFRICA. (NOT 

KUSA 

REGISTERED) 

1928  JOHN BULL OF 

DAMARA 

(import UK) 

DOG CLEAR HEARD FIRST KNOWN 

BULLMASTIFF TO 

BE REGISTERED 

WITH KUSA 

1928 BRITTANIA OF 

DAMARA 

(import UK)  

BITCH CLEAR HEARD EARLY IMPORT ð 

KUSA REGISTERED 

1928 TRUSTFUL 

PEGGY (import 

UK)  

BITCH CLEAR HEARD EARLY IMPORT- 

KUSA REGISTERED 

1935 CH.(UK) 

SPRINGWELL 

MAJOR (import 

UK)  

DOG CLEAR DE BEERS

 

BREEDING & 

GUARDING STOCK 

FOR THE DIAMOND 

MINES 

1937 CH. 

CASTLEHILL 

SALLY  

BITCH CLEAR HOLMES FIRST KUSA 

REGISTERED 

CHAMPION BITCH 

1944 CH. BULLAR OF 

DUNMAR 

DOG CLEAR Not recorded FIRST KUSA 

REGISTERED 

CHAMPION DOG 

1958 BULSTAFF 

AMARYLLIS OF 

BAGDANNES 

(import UK)  

BITCH BRINDLE BEHRMAN 

/SWANEPOEL 

FIRST KUSA 

REGISTERED 

BRINDLE 

1960 BAGDANNES 

QUIOTE OF 

ZEXTAS  

DOG BRINDLE SWANEPOEL FIRST SA BORN 

BRINDLE TO BE 

REGISTERED WITH 

KUSA, FIRST 

BRINDLE TO ENTER 

THE BREED SHOW 

RING AND BE 

AWARDED A CC 

 



  
Bulstaff Amaryllis of Bagdannes and her son Bagdannes Quixote of Zextas born 

22/9/1960  

Photos and information: Christo Swanepoel ð Z extas / Willchriss / Simmchris Bullmastiffs  

Additional information: John Montagu & the late Mrs Dorothy  Montagu 

These two brindles, with Quixoteõs litter sister Questa, were the founders of all 

the South African born brindles of today. There is a record of Farcroft Joe 

(brindle) siring a litter to Farcroft vigil however there was only one brindle pup 

in this litter and it died soon after birth. 

 

Royalguard Kingpin (imp USA)  Photo: John Montagu 

1976 saw the import of the first two Bullmastiffs from the USA namely 

Royalguard Kingpin of Hipwell and Royalguard Sugar Baby of Hipwell. 

These two dogs were owned by John Montagu, Mrs Hamill, Solly Epstein and 

the Honeybornes. 

In later years, more Bullmastiffs have been imported from the USA, UK, Spain, 

Zimbabwe, the Continent, Scandinavia, Australia & Russia. 

                                             *********************  



 

1975 -GOODWOOD SHOW GROUNDS AND THE LINE UP 

FOR THE DAY 

 
    Photo John Montagu 

Patrick Drew, William Montagu , Mrs. Dorothy Montagu, Mostert, & Solly 

Epstein all ôshow their dogsõ 

Patrickõs story 
In 1973, we acquired our first  Bullmastiff - Dreadnought! Or ôDreadyõ as he 

affectionately became known. He was bred by Mrs Dorothy Montagu and her 

son John and he came to us at three and a half months of age.  

He was registered in my name and I was made responsible for his care and 

training, and later handling in the breed show ring. 

He attended obedience classes for a year and progressed to the advanced class, 

where most activities were off-lead. I even received a cup for perseverance in 

training.   



He was shown in the Conformation Ring from 1973 to 1976 in Cape Town and 

Worcester and received three Challenge Certificates and a Reserve CC.  

                           

Patrick with KUSA registered Doughty of Blandford ð Price R50 (1973) who 

died peacefully in his sleep at the age of ten and a half and was laid to rest in 

the garden - 1983 

                               ***********  

 

    CONGRATULATIONS     

òBALTO ó OBTAINS HIS  CGC GOLD  

 THIS MAKES ôBALTOõ THE HIGHEST ACHEIVER IN THE HISTORY OF  

THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN BULLMASTIFF IN  BOTH THE 

CONFORMATION RING AND THE DISCIPLINE ARENA  



 

Gr.Ch. & Ch. Chizelhurst Checkmate of Ha ai t a  CBA (Ex) CGC (Gold)  FCI 

Gr (Ex), KUSA National Bullmastiff 2017, CBC National Bullmastiff 

2015 & 2016, Qualifier for KZN Supreme Dog 2015 & 2016 & Crufts 

Qualifier for 2018  

HD A1A1 ED 0:2 SAVA Eye Clearance certificate  

Congratulations to Ria Steyn owner /handler  

                     

 

     ************************* . 

THANK YOU TO ALL THE MEMBERS THAT SEND IN PHOTOõS 

AND STORIES ð YOU ARE THE CLUB  

     ********************    

THE PESSIMIST SEES DIFFICULTY IN EVERY OPPORTUNITY 

THE OPTIMIST SEES THE OPPORTUNITY IN EVERY 

DIFFICULTY 

 


