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GROUSE SHOOTING IN UK 
 

     
 
            Red Grouse                                              Eager English Setters 
 

TV’s Sky News announced the 12th August 2018 as the opening date of the 
grouse shooting season in UK.  Film footage followed with a scan of gundog 
breeds on the moors (the cameraman’s lens lingering on the English and Irish 
Setters), but estates expect to lose thousands of pounds sterling this year due 
to a lack of birds. Gamekeepers bemoan the cold spring followed by 
scorching summer temperatures as the culprit. The Setters will need 
endurance and “good noses” to scent their quarry. 
 
Duncan Thomas, the North West regional officer for the British Association for 
Shooting and Conservation said “We manage the moors so that there are a 
mix of areas, from freshly burned to four or five years old, providing food and 
habitat for a wide range of species. If grouse shooting didn’t take place, the 
moors would grow into a mass of rank heather leaving a sterile wildlife 
environment.  This would pose an enormous uncontrolled fire risk.  Moorland 
management is essential for protection against this risk”. 
 
The grouse shooting industry in the uplands of Scotland and northern England 
brings 2 billion pounds sterling a year into the rural economy and supports 
100,000 jobs from game keepers to waitresses. 
 
Duncan added “A significant amount of income is generated by rural 
economies through grouse shooting, but this season many restaurants, pubs 
and hotels will suffer from lost bookings.  There is disappointment and 
frustration and some local communities will be badly hit”.    
 
Phil Gunning, a retired police inspector who runs a grouse syndicate on the 
Bowland Estate in Lancashire, is pragmatic. “Whatever we do in terms of 
upland management, using all the science at our disposal, nature is invariably 
on hand to remind us just who holds the upper hand,” 
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JIM KELLER’S IRISH SETTER HUNTERS (USA) 
 

                 
 
Ribbons from AKC hunt tests won by Jim Keller's Irish setters cover a wall of his 
home. Keller has owned six Irish setters that have attained master hunter status and 
he's trained eight others. Here he lounges with two of his “frosted” oldies. 

 
Jim Keller’s dogs don’t look like the coiffed Irish setters at the Westminster 
Kennel Club’s dog show (USA) and Keller couldn’t be more delighted. 
It’s easy to understand why Irish setters are so popular with the show crowd 
because of their lithe build and feathered, burnt-orange coats. But that 
popularity nearly eliminated the breed’s original roots as a bird dog. 
 
Keller, a professional gun dog trainer near Martell, has played a significant 
role in helping bring back the hunting Irish setter. He’s likely the only trainer in 
Nebraska who owns and competes with the breed in American Kennel Club 
field trials and hunt tests. He’s got the plaques and ribbons to prove that a 
field Irish setter can be an excellent hunter. Since he started training 
professionally about 18 years ago, six of his red dogs have attained AKC 
master hunter status. And he’s trained Irish setters for eight clients who’ve 
also earned master hunter distinction, he said. 
 
The “master” is the highest designation in the AKC’s hunt test. In simplest 
terms, it means a dog is steady to wing and shot, and will retrieve to hand and  
honor another dog’s point.  The dog must meet those standards six times at 
six different hunt tests. And while its not unusual to see Irish setters in field 
trials that only require a dog to point a bird, in the past eight years Keller said 
he has run the only Irish setters in the retrieving stakes at the AKC Gun Dog 
Championships. 
 
Keller, a native of Lincoln, is a true character who fires off quips faster than 
most people fire a shotgun. And he got into Irish setters by pure accident. 
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In the early 1970s, while working as a Teamster in San Francisco, he was 
given a Irish setter pup. Had the dog not been a gift, he would have never 
owned it. 
 
“I hated kids and dogs,” Keller said with a laugh. “But right away that puppy 
followed me around. It was my dog.” Several years later, while living in 
Missouri, he took the dog on a quail hunt. To his surprise, she pointed 
bobwhites. With a little bit of training, the dog quickly developed into an 
accomplished hunter. He’s been nuts about field Irish setters ever since. 
“It’s an example of the good Lord looking out for idiots and dog trainers. Oh, I 
repeated myself, didn’t I?” 
 
In the 1870s, the breed was imported to the United States from Ireland and 
England as a working gun dog. It didn’t take long for the show breeders to 
take a shine to the dogs. and from 1874 to 1948, Irish setters won 870 bench 
championships but only five field champions. 
 
After Keller developed an affinity for the breed, he quickly learned the physical 
differences between show Irish setters and the hunting versions. 
A show dog is larger in stature and has a long, flowing coat, compared with a 
much shorter coat for a field dog. The long hair is pretty, for sure, but it’s a 
magnet for burrs. 
 
Early on, he obtained some of his additional dogs from a breeder that had 
maintained field dogs through 12 generations, but he said some breeders out-
crossed red dogs with English setters in order to inject some hunting desire 
back into the Irish setter breed. 
 
He occasionally has litters, but said his focus is on training, not selling pups. 
Keller, who trains all pointing breeds at his kennels, said field Irish setters 
tend to mature slower than other breeds. They don’t typically point reliably 
until they’re about a year old, but he also has had good luck with his setters 
hunting past the age of 12. 
 
He also said field Irish setters are excellent retrievers. “In 30 years, we’ve 
never had one that didn’t retrieve naturally,” he said. The personality of the 
Irish setter has long been characterized as happy-go-lucky or even a little 
loopy. Keller said it’s all true and he loves how they’re so excited to be in the 
field. He told a story about one of his female dogs repeatedly “sledding” down 
a snow covered hill on her rump. 
 
For someone interested in buying a hunting Irish setter, Keller said it’s critical 
to see the parents in the field to judge their hunting desire. 
“There are breeds like German shorthairs and English pointers that the 
hunting genetics are well-concentrated,” he said, but Irish setters aren’t one of 
them. Not yet, anyway!!. 
 
(Acknowledgements to Journalstar Sports) 
 
                                                              4. 



THE BONDING ISSUE by Galadriel Watson 
 
I like to think I have a good relationship with my children.  While I can’t brag 
that 19 years with my son and 18 years with my daughter have been perfect, I 
can chalk them up as pretty darn good.  Is it because I’m a great mother? Or 
rather, should I be thanking our family dog?  
 
A recent study found that children who feel close to their pet dogs are also 
more securely attached to their parents and have better bonds with their best 
friends. Researchers at Kent State University (USA) looked at 99 children, 
aged 9 – 11 who owned pet dogs. ‘These children answered questionnaires 
about their relationship with their dogs, parents and friends.  “The study found 
if one type of relationship was strong, it’s likely the others were too.  In 
general, children with strong bonds with their dogs also had strong bonds with 
their parents and best friends, but which came first? 
 
Kathryn Kerns, a psychology professor at Kent State and one of the lead 
researchers says they don’t know.  It could be that caring for pets makes 
children feel closer to the significant humans in their lives, or it could be that 
their human relationships model how they should treat their pets. 
 
It could also be a reciprocal jumble, a positive experience with the pet leads to 
being more co-operative with parents, and that positive experience with 
parents leads to being closer to the pet, and so on. 
 
The researchers also watched how the children interacted with their dogs.  
They found that those who had more physical contact with their pets had 
better relationships with their mothers – but not necessarily with their fathers 
(or friends). “Given that mothers play a bit more of a role as a safe haven, as 
the one to go to for comfort, than dad, perhaps that’s why we found that 
effect” Kerns says. “The close relationship with the mother might be more of a 
model for closeness with others, including the dog.” 
 
Kerns and her team did another study.  How do pet dogs affect children’s 
emotions during stressful events. The same 99 pre-adolescents were asked 
to deliver a five minute autobiographical speech.  “The speech would be 
watched live by the experimenters, and to up the stress factor, videotaped to 
be supposedly evaluated later. 
 
Half the children had their dogs in the room, while half didn’t.  “Kids who had 
their dogs present felt much happier throughout the whole process” Kerns 
says. And having physical contact with the dog – its chin on the child’s lap, or 
the dog leaning against the child’s leg – made the experience even less 
stressful. 
 
“When people are around pets and petting them, often they just feel calmer 
inside,” Kerns explains. The children may be in a better mood around their 
pets, which helps them cope better with situations. 
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The child may have had past calming experiences with his or her dog, which 
now makes it easier to relax.  With a loyal buddy at the child’s side, the 
situation may feel less threatening. 
 
In an unrelated study, children did a similar stress test either with a pet dog, 
with a parent or alone.  “The stress level was lowest when the children were 
with their dogs. Then there is a study on adults, who performed a stressful 
task with a pet dog, with a friend or alone.  They were least stressed when 
they had their pet dogs with them.  When alone, the stress level went up.  And 
when with a friend the stress levels were highest of all. 
 
When can dogs offer better support than humans?  “Humans can be 
judgmental in a way that dogs aren’t,” Kerns says. While we might worry a 
friend is silently evaluating our performance, we know a dog couldn’t care 
less. 
 
Other animals that allow for physical contact may offer similar benefits, like 
cats or even horses, the results probably wouldn’t hold up for more distant 
pets, like a fish. 
 
As for extrapolating the results to children of other ages – like my teens – 
Kerns says she imagines it would work similarly.  If you’re .dog-less, though, 
don’t run out and buy one unless it has been a long-time family goal.  The 
stress of owning a dog, from expenses to daily responsibilities, may not be 
worth the benefits.  Also, they won’t help compensate for a child’s poor human 
relationships.  “If your child doesn’t have a friend, then get them a dog and 
that will make up for it.  I don’t think we found any evidence of that.” 
 
But if you do have a pet dog take advantage of it.  On the drive to the first day 
at a new school, let your child in the back seat of the car with your dog. 
If you’re going to announce a big move, make sure the dog’s at the family 
meeting, too. 
 
It isn’t just having a dog that reduces stress.  It’s having the dog with you.  
Because all the children in Kerne’s study had dogs, it wasn’t ownership alone 
that reduced stress. The important factor was the dog’s immediate presence. 
 
As for strong relationships, as a mother, I like to think my bond with my kids 
has made them closer to the dog, not the other way around.  But it really 
doesn’t matter who gets top billing.  What matters in the end is that we’re all 
tight knit. 
 
(Acknowledgements to The Washington Post & SA Cape Argus 21.04.2018) 
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READERS RE-LOCATING 
 
Peter and Gail Green are on the move with their Fenris Dobermanns, Irish 
Setters and Jack Russell Terriers as their KwaZulu Natal property has been 
expropriated for a major road project. Packing up one’s home and finding the 
“right” new residence with dogs in tow is an exhausting business   Happy 
hunting, we look forward to hearing from you when you’re settled. 
 
Sunette Fourie has her home and Starry Nights Guest Cottages in Philippolis 
Free State on the market.  She is hoping to move to the Kei Mouth near East 
London where her Irish, Surya and Gemini enjoy chasing Vervet monkeys and 
Dassies.  Hopefully the wait to sell your property won’t be too long Sunette, let 
us know when you and the red family are moving.       
 
In the coming months we will also be waving good-bye to Dave & Helen 
Clarke as they depart  for a new home by the sea in Wales (UK) and final 
retirement.  The Clarke’s first owned Irish Setters while living in Zambia in the 
1970’s later establishing Kruger Irish Setters in Zimbabwe where they’ve 
resided for many years.  There they imported girls Shamwari Princess and 
Shamwari Flame Lilly from overseas and Oakdales Sequoya of Kruger from 
South Africa in 2005.all of which became Zimbabwean breed Champions  
Oakdales Sequoya, known as “Killian” is the sole survivor of “The Fab Four” in 
the photo below. “We have had so much enjoyment over the years from our 
Setters and the memories live on”, says Dave.  
 

 
                                       The “Fab Four” Kruger Irish Setters:  
L to R    “Killian”, “Lady”, “Kayler” & Kruger with Laura (the Clarke’s daughter) 
 

Every happiness to you all in your new homes – Ed.  
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IRISH SETTER PUPPIES 

                          
                                             “Oh My Word !!!!!!” 

 
Note:  All litter parentage advertised in this section have been cleared of 

Progressive Retinal Atrophy rcd1, Canine Leukocyte Adhesion Deficiency and Late 
Onset Progressive Retinal Atrophy rcd4.  Scoring grades for Elbow and Hip 
Dysplasia under the KUSA/SAVA/FCI scheme are given in brackets after the names 
of the parentage.  All puppies will be micro-chipped and registered with the Kennel 
Union of Southern Africa.  Certificates of Registration and Certified Pedigree and 
KUSA Health Screen Certificates (Annexure to the aforementioned) for the puppies 
will be handed/forwarded to new owners.  Air transportation can be arranged by the 
breeder to all SA provinces at additional cost to purchase price of a puppy. 

 
Karisah – Gauteng 
Chris and Karen Black will be breeding their homebred bitch KARISAH HOLLY 
MOLLY (ED 0:0 HD C2:D2) for the last time when she comes on heat in 
August/September to Doug Robinsons  CH. ARDMORE  SYDNEYS RILEY OF 
SOUTHERNSTAR (ED 0:0 HD A2:B1).  For further information Karen can be 
contacted at 084-9901726 or e-mail karenblack@global.co.za  
 
Meiomie - Gauteng 
Estelle Meiring and Teigue Payne intend mating their partnership bitch “Flame” 
MEIOMIE MYSTIC DREAM (ED0:0 HD A2:A2) to Velka Laubschers 
 KARISAH JUST JAMES (ED 0:0 HD A2:A2) who resides in Bloemfontein   
 Estelle can be contacted at 072-3480080 or e-mail estelle@setters.co.za  
 
New Arrivals –  Bloemfontein, Free State 
Velka Laubscher has a litter of 10 - 6 bitches and 4 dogs born on 28th August                        
from ARDMORE MISS D’ARCY  (ED 0:0  HD A1:A1) sired by  
KARISAH JUST JAMES ED 0:0 HD A2:A2) Velka can be contacted at landline  
051-4360841 or cell 082-7470743 or e-mail velka@creativeaxis.co.za  
 
Beldigo – Plettenberg Bay, Western Cape 
Marinette Teeling will be mating “Eva” SA.CH.CAEMGEN EVER SO CLEVER (Imp 

Sweden) (ED 0:0 HDA2:A2) at the end of the year to Marinda Human’s MEIOMIE 
LUCKY STAR (ED 0:0 HD A2:A2) Marinette can be contacted on cellphone  
072-7424894 or e-mail mteeling@gmail.com  
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VACCINATION OF PETS WHEN TRAVELING BY AIR 
 

 
 
 
Breeders!!! Note 7th bullet above regarding air transportation of pups 
under 12 weeks – Ed. 
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IMPORTANT NEWS FROM THE KENNEL UNION OF SA  
(Extracts from Minutes of the Federal Council meeting 
 23rd/24th June 2018) 
 

4.1.3. Centres – Article 13 and Schedule 3 Regulation 2.1.1 (Fedco 06-2017 

item 3.11. Fedco 12-2017 item 4.1.1) 

Quote from Fedco 12-2017: 

“Following discussion at Fedco 06-2017 on the need for Centres as currently 

defined in the Constitution, it was suggested that geographical provinces 

would be more appropriate.”  

Alterations to the Articles and Schedules in respect of reversion to 

geographical provinces to be finalised and tabled at Fedco 06-2018 for 

acceptance.  

Change to Article 13.2:  

Insertions underlined and struckthrough deletions in [ square brackets ]  

The boundaries of such Centres enumerated therein shall be guided by but 

not restricted to the ordinary geographical boundaries observed by the 

State for the nine Provinces of the Republic of South Africa [ or Province as 

the case may be as at 28 February 1997]. 

 

Change to Schedule 3 Regulation 2.1.1:  

Insertions underlined and struckthrough deletions in [ square brackets ]  

[Eastern District of Gauteng and Surrounds  

Western District of Gauteng and Surrounds  

Kwa-Zulu Natal (Southern Coastal Region)  

Kwa-Zulu Natal (Northern, Northern Coastal & Midlands Regions)]  

Gauteng  

KwaZulu-Natal  

Free State  

Northern Cape  

Eastern Cape[ & North Eastern Cape  

Border & Transkei]  

Western Cape  

Mpumalanga  

Limpopo  

North West  

[Boland & South Cape]  

Namibia  

and such additional Centres as defined by the Federal 

Council [ FEDCO/KUSA ]from time to time in accordance with the provisions 

of the Constitution of KUSA.  
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The following corresponding amendments pertaining to the above had 

inadvertently been left off the Agenda:  

Regulation 2.1.2  

Void  

Regulation 42.1.1.1  

Void  

Approved , unanimously, subject to the two regulations in red being voided.  

Proposed CI, Seconded CB  

Effective 01.02.2019 

Editors Note   Exhibitors to shows have been struggling financially with 

almost monthly increases in fuel costs, compulsory KUSA membership to 

exhibit and the rise in all other costs related to their dogs. The additional 

financial burden of traveling to compete for an “away” Challenge Certificate to 

acquire a dog’s Championship status has become a burden beyond the purse 

of many.  

The affect of the above resolution means it will NOT BE necessary to travel 

beyond one’s residential Province/Area to attain a dog’s Championship 

status.  However, on the down side this may result in the demise of the 

outlying “country” Clubs and dogs becoming Provincial Champions competing 

only with the dogs of their breed situated within their home area rather than 

National Champions which may lower  the quality standards within a breed.   

7.18. Introduction of Voluntary DNA Parentage Verification when 

registering a Litter  

The appeals from prominent and conscientious breeders for KUSA to 

introduce DNA Parentage Verification when registering litters have increased 

exponentially.  

Although Fedco had been cognisant of the fact that the veracity of a Registry 

based purely on trust was regarded with increasing scepticism worldwide and 

that KUSA had incurred certain obligations under the Animal Improvement 

Act, it had considered the introduction of mandatory DNA Parentage 

Verification in order to register a litter as premature. There was, however, no 

impediment to introducing DNA Parentage Verification on a voluntary basis for 

those who wished to have the parents and puppies DNA-tested prior to 

registration, and the results recorded.  

In further discussion, and as a means of encouraging voluntary DNA 

Parentage Verification, Fedco unanimously supported the idea of KUSA 

offering an “enhanced” Registration Certificate, at no extra cost, for any 

puppy of which the parentage had been DNA-verified.  
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It was decided that a procedure document should be compiled in collaboration 

with the ISAG-accredited laboratories in the country, inter alia University of 

Pretoria (Onderstepoort Veterinary Sciences), Stellenbosch University, and 

Inqaba Biotec, to assist breeders to undertake the DNA testing of parents and 

puppies. SrsBsns needed to be alerted to the likely future recording of DNA 

data in order to make provision for it in its modification of KUSA’s K9 system. 

The procedures document would be considered at Fedco 12-2018 together 

with any proposals for the enhanced Registration Certificate.  

Deferred to Fedco 12-2018  

Insert NEW Regulation 5.8.8:  

save for the Breed Classes offered at Specialist Club Championship 

Shows, all dogs entered and exhibited at Championship Shows must be 

registered in the ownership of members of the Kennel Union. 

Approved, unanimously 

Proposed CI, seconded CB 

Effective 01.01.2019 

Adele Bastick, KUSA Clubs and Shows Department to be requested to inform 

Clubs to 

implement immediately. 

THE JOURNEY TO BREEDING HEALTHY IRISH SETTERS 

When we became involved with Irish Setters nearly 50 years ago, breeders 

knew little about how to control Canine Hip Dysplasia and it was only in the 

1990s that the first KUSA HD x-raying scheme was opened to all breeds and 

Irish Setters evaluated. The KUSA Elbow Dysplasia scheme followed in 1999. 

Post World War II the only method of testing for early onset Progressive 

Retinal Atrophy rcd 1 was by mating a blind Irish Setter to a sighted one and 

clinically examining the offspring   Even 25 years ago, breeders knew little of 

eradicating  canine problem diseases by using DNA blood or saliva tests.  

The new millennium marked the commencement of DNA testing for  Irish 

Setters in SA (one of the first breeds to do so) Initially by Optigen (USA) and 

later by SA Laboratory Inqaba for Progressive Retinal Atrophy rcd1,and  

Canine Leukocyte Adhesion Deficiency an auto-immune disease, which gave 

pups little chance of survival   Animal Health Trust in UK identified the mutant 

recessive gene responsible for the inheritance of Late Onset Progressive 

Retinal Atrophy rcd4 and provided the first DNA test in 2011 and soon 

afterwards SA’s Irish Setter fraternity began testing their stock for this 

disease. 
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How times have changed!!  The new KUSA/SAVA/FCI internationally 

accepted Hip Dysplasia scheme was introduced in 2007.  As genetic research 

progressed and new technologies were introduced, we traveled a continual 

learning path in order to understand, embrace and advise breeders of the 

developments while acting as voluntary health screening co-ordinators for the 

breed.  .. 

At the beginning of June 2018 we were able to forward Irish Setter breeders a 

full report with updated statistics on the Hip Dysplasia gradings of potential 

breeding stock x-rayed under the KUSA schemes (old and new) which 

indicated that 68.92% merited entry to the breeding population with 100% of  

those born from 2015 as non-dysplastic.  88.57% of potential breeding stock 

x-rayed and graded showed no signs of Elbow Dysplasia under the KUSA 

scheme and all merited entry to the breeding population.  The breed appears 

100% clear of PRA rcd1 & CLAD and 86.5% clear of LOPRA rcd4.  

These statistics reflect the dedication and support reputable breeders have 

and are making to breeding healthier, stronger Irish (Red) Setters, a record 

we can all be proud of achieving. CONGRATULATIONS                                                                                   

Mark & Bridget Simpson – Irish Setter Health Screening Co-ordinators      

(The full report is available to interested parties on request )  

SUPPLY & DEMAND IN THE GENE POOL by Brian Lynn 

When we breed to better a line of purebred dogs, many intangible or 

subjective variables come into play = conformation, athleticism, intelligence, 

trainability and more.  Mentoring and experience, even the gut instinct borne 

from these teachings, can make assessing those variables easier.  As we 

learn more and develop and eye for evaluating and reading dogs, the 

standards for what constitutes a ‘better’ dog, one worthy of breeding, usually 

rise.  The comparative knowledge experience brings allows us to differentiate 

a ‘great dog’ from a ‘good’ one, what might have been an acceptable to us a 

decade ago, might not make the cut today.  And therein creates the economic 

correlation of supply and demand among top breeders. 

As we eliminate potential breeding partners in favour of ‘better’ dogs, those 

that will truly improve a line and therefore breed, fewer and fewer potential 

partners exist.  That makes the remaining pool of dogs more desirable and 

valuable. 

When the qualities that elevated a dog to the top of the gene pool are 

combined with the objective results of canine genetic screening, a breeder is 

truly ‘bettering the breed’ by passing along the best physical and mental 

qualities the dog possesses while reducing or eliminating detrimental genes. 
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However, some people believe genetic testing poses the risk of reducing the 

gene pool of quality dogs too much.  Certainly, if you were to remove every 

dog that was determined to be a carrier of an inherited disease, that upper 

echelon of dogs within a breed could theoretically bottleneck especially if it’s a 

small gene pool to begin with and/or leave dogs that don’t complement and 

strengthen each other consistently enough to better the breed across 

necessary qualities, regardless of genetic diversity.  True the knowledge of 

genetic mutations in two dogs could prevent a top-notch breeding from taking 

place, but in the big picture of bettering a line and breed, that’s a small 

concession. 

But that’s not how genetic screening works.  Genetic screening of canines for 

inherited diseases provides the knowledge to breed responsibly and with 

scientific evidence.  Breeding to a carrier dog is a personal decision each of 

us must weigh, but it can be done safely.  Using genetic science, we can 

determine the mode of inheritance, as well as the variability and expressivity 

of a gene.  With the knowledge of today’s science, we can breed smarter 

and safer than ever before.  

Genetic screening makes a dog a known quantity.  Combined with its 

physical, mental and psychological qualities, genetic screening allows for 

healthier decision-making choices that truly ‘better the breed’.  The fact that a 

dog is a known quantity in a gene pool makes it more valuable; a dog’s 

accomplishments set it apart from the general population and genetic 

screening puts it in an even more elite pool of dogs. 

(Acknowledgements to Paw Print Genetics USA) 

CHASER DONATES TO ANIMAL HEALTH TRUST (UK)     

                                  

Fans of the TV quiz show The Chase will be familiar with Mark Labbett, 

nicknamed “The Beast” who defeats many teams of four on the show with his 

wide general knowledge. In a recent celebrity episode Mark changed places 

and won 20,000 pounds sterling which he donated to the Cancer Research 

Centre at Animal Health Trust (UK) as his Golden Retriever had recently died 

of the disease.   Ed.   
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KEEP YOUR DOG FREE OF TICKS AND ALLERGIES 

As we head into spring ticks on pets become more of a problem. Ticks carry 

diseased that affect us and our pets.  A vital part of preventing these diseases 

is rapid removal of the ticks.  Ticks attach themselves by clinging on to fur or 

our clothing. They then move to areas with as little hair as possible, bite and 

start to feed.  These are areas such as the inside of the ear, armpits, etc. 

It is best to remove the attached tick gently by using tweezers or a tick 

remover, grabbing as close to the skin as possible.  Try not to crush the tick 

as this can cause the bacteria bugs the tick is carrying to be squeezed out 

and into the pet’s blood stream. Pull gently on the tick away from the pet’s 

body.  Don’t twist.  Very often, a small amount of skin will come off attached to 

the tick, don’t worry about this. 

If you do not get the tick off cleanly, look again as see what else you can grab 

and remove it.  Any head/month parts that are left on the pet will usually 

become dislodged, but sometimes they do cause a local infection.  You may 

want to bathe the bite area with a mild wound disinfectant.  Crush (a bit 

messy) or drown the removed tick in oil or vinegar to kill it.  

 Although spring brings ticks, it is also a good time to start on all of those 

projects you’ve been waiting for through winter. You’re probably going to start 

the traditional spring cleaning of your house, you might begin planting and you 

will definitely want to spend more time outdoors with your dog. 

Springtime can also bring dust and pollen, which can trigger allergies in dogs. 

While there are many different types of allergies that can affect dogs (caused 

by something your dog comes in direct contact with) allergies to flea bites, or 

even food allergies, environmental allergies – from pollen, grasses and dust 

mites – are most commonly seen during the spring season. 

Common signs that your dog is experiencing environmental allergies include 

runny eyes, sneezing, increased itching and scratching, itchy ears and ear 

infections, itchy skin or hot spots, constant licking, rubbing of the face and 

chewing at the feet.  Any breed of dog can develop allergies at any time 

during their life, but allergies seem to be more common in terriers, retrievers 

and flat face breeds such as bulldogs or pugs. Visit your vet if you suspect 

that your dog has springtime allergies.  Your dog may also benefit from a 

supplement with omega 3 fatty acids. 

(Acknowledgements to Cape Argus newspaper 11.08.2018)                         

Ed Note:  We find the regular use of REVOLUTION pipettes on our Setters 

helpful for keeping fleas and ticks away.  Keep Phenergan (antihistamine) 

10mg tablets in your medicine chest for allergic reactions especially bee 

stings, which can cause acute and dangerous swelling.   
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 CELEBRATING MANDELA MONTH – JUNE 2018 

Citizens across the globe heeded the call to honor the legacy of Nelson 
Mandela and found ways to commemorate what would have been his 100th 
birthday on 18th June 2018. 
 
The idea of Mandela Day was inspired by Nelson Mandela at his 90th birthday 
celebrations in London’s Hyde Park in 2008 when he said “It is time for new 
hands to lift the burdens.  It is in your hands now.” 
 
As part of the “67 Minutes for Mandela”, the fifth annual kennel event took 
place at Mdzananda  Animal Clinic in Khayelitsha (WC).  The event provided 
an opportunity for the whole family to get together and construct a kennel for a 
township pet in need.  Participants donated R100.00 each and organizers 
provided wood, nails, paint and an instruction manual.  The kennel builders  
were required to bring a measuring tape, pencil, hammer and paint brush and 
were free to donate any other materials to make their kennel pretty. 
 
The Clinic was founded in 1966 in response to the need to provide primary 
veterinary healthcare services to a fast growing community that had no 
access to help for their animals.  The facility treats up to 700 pets a month at  
the clinic which consists of consultation rooms, a hospital, theatre, mobile 
clinics and an animal ambulance.  At any one time there is an average of 40 
animals in the theatre and hospital facility 
 
Organizer Marcelle du Plessis said “Our small stray unit, which re-homes 
dogs and cats which are handed over to us or which were found as strays, 
currently houses around 30 or so pets for adoption.  Another 30 or so pets   
are in foster care awaiting adoption”. 
 
Last year 34 new kennels were built by 120 people who took part in the event.  
which were donated to pet owners in need  who are identified through 
educational outreach programmes.. 
(Asanda Sokanyile reporting for The Cape Argus 21.06.2018) 
 
INTERNATIONAL HOMELESS ANIMAL DAY - 18th August 2018 
 
To mark International Homeless Animal Day, The Animal Welfare Society in 
South Africa kick started their Sterilization Project in the Cape Town area in a 
bid to stem the flow of unwanted puppies and neglected homeless animals. 
The project is funded by the Rolf Stephen Nussbaum Foundation and 
Euromonitor International. 
 
Pets are collected by AWS spayed or neutered and returned to their owners in 
three days. Head of AWS Communications,  Alan Perrins, said “ the goal of 
the project is to sterilize a minimum of 390 pets in the Elsies River and 
Mitchells Plain area predominately owned by indigent people “. 
 
(Acknowledgements to Cape Argus 25/08/2018 Life Section which had front 
page coverage of the project)                16. 



FAMILY GALLERY 
 

                 
 
In May 2018 at Pat Busch Mountain Reserve in the Western Cape 
Gareth & Caitlin McAlister (centre) celebrated their marriage in relaxed fashion.  
The joyous bridal party above includes Caitlin’s Mum, Jenny Miller and Dad  
(L & R of the couple) and other family members including camera shy Irish 
Setter Bertie.  Congratulations and best wishes for your future happiness!!!! 

 

           
 
Here’s the Miller’s 8 year old “Bertie”, (Southernstar Engelbert) 
Right-way-round who has definitely found paradise on the ground as he takes 
long daily runs with friends Beatrice and Wallis along Bluewater Bay beach in 
the Eastern Cape followed by naps, preferably on Jenny’s feet .  Bertie is  
“the light of our lives in retirement” says Jenny. 
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IRISH SETTER LOVERS – New Facebook Website 
 
Want to chat about your Irish Setter family with other enthusiasts around the 
world?  Reader Sunette Fourie drew our attention to this new group website 
IRISH SETTER LOVERS 
https://web.facebook.com/groups/345600765486351/ 

 

    
 
 
SELECTION OF CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW RESULTS – 3rd quarter 
 
Gauteng 
14.07. Eastern Districts KC Ch.Sh. 1. – Judge Mrs. C. Buitendach 
Irish Setter dogs: 
 
CC  Doug Robinson’s CH. SHINEON BRYAN OF SOUTHERNSTAR 
3rd BEST GROUP VETERAN 
CH.Class Petra Hullen’s INT FCI & SA CH. MEIOMIE WILDFIRE 
 
15.07 Eastern Districts KC Ch.Sh.2 – Judge Mrs. G. Cook (Australia) 
Irish Setter dogs 
 
CC RBOB  Doug Robinson’s CH, SHINEON BRYAN OF SOUTHERNSTAR 
3rd BEST GROUP VETERAN 
BOB Doug Robinson’s CH. ARDMORE SYDNEY’S RILEY OF 
SOUTHERNSTAR 
 
Kwa Zulu Natal 
 
08.07  Pietermaritzburg KC  Judge: Mrs. R. Fourie 
Irish Setter bitch 
CC & BOB Melanie de Jongh’s ARDMORE SYD’S AMETHYST 
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Western Cape 
 
19,08 Cape Gundog Club Non-Champ Show - Judge Mrs. Leonie Kroff 
English Setter bitch 
BOB Rowena Wonfor’s ROZEL GUNS AND ROSES 
         4 TH GUNDOG PUPPY GROUP 
 
So here we are at the end of the Spring issue of Setter News and we trust you 
have found something of interest within its pages and enjoyed the Fiction and 
Fact Supplements.. We look forward to hearing from our readers for a festive 
Christmas 2018 edition. Contact us by e-mailing mss01@telkomsa.net or 
‘phone 028-4233934.with your contribution.  
 
                Until next time your Editors, Mark & Bridget Simpson 
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