
                         

                                          

                                            SEPTEMBER  2019 CBC NEWSLETTER 

From the Chair : Continuing the article on “THE USE OF ANIMALS FOR RESEARCH” By Dr Angelique Smit. 

                                                        

There were no comments submitted. This article is now continued. 

So let’s look at the law. 

There is a very comprehensive and detailed guideline produced by the South African Bureau of 

Standards called the SANS 10386: 2008 Guidelines. This is the South African National Standard (SANS): 

The care and use of animals for scientific purposes. 

The purpose of the SANS is to ensure the ethical and humane care and use of animals involved in 

teaching or scientific activities in South Africa. 

There is a very important principle  or ethical frame work that the SANS is based on. This is known as the 

principle of the 3 R’s. Having said that, the SANS document is currently being reviewed, and a 4th R is 

being added. 

1. Replace: Can the use of the animals be replaced with other alternatives e.g: cell or tissue 

cultures or computer and mathematical simulations?    

2. Reduce: Reduce the number of animals  used in research to still get a valid scientific result, but 

without causing more discomfort or potential distress to the few animals used. 



3. Refine: Refine procedures to minimise pain and distress by, for  example,  giving pain killers and 

environmental enrichment that is species specific. 

The fouth R is Responsibility. This covers the responsibility of the researcher during the design, conduct, 

monitoring and reporting of animal studies. 

A fifth R is Respect. This is the recognition of animals as sentient beings and respect for the inherent 

value of life and to maintain the dignity of animals. 

The SANS 10386 defines the responsibility of institutions (including schools), teachers, students and 

researchers who use animals. It requires  that the use of animals is always appropriately justified by the 

formal review and approval of all teaching and scientific activities by Animal Ethics Committees (AEC) 

that are appropriately constituted; and to ensure that animal welfare is always considered. 

The Animal Ethics Committee consists of a Veterinarian, researchers/s,  independent welfare 

organisation (e.g. the NSPCA) and an independent person, or a lay person such as a school principle. A 

legally trained member is advised. 

One of the responsibilities of the AEC is to do a Benefit vs Harm assessment of the planned research. 

The benefit includes both the Scientific  Benefit as well as the Social Benefit. For example: if a planned 

study is of a high scientific benefit but low social benefit, and if the potential harm to the animal is 

considered high, then the study will be declined. 

The welfare of the animal  is always the primary consideration and not the outcome of the study. 

All animals used in teaching and scientific activities are monitored daily, including weekends and public 

holidays and the Veterinarian checks them at least once a week.    

Let me conclude with some questions that only you can answer for yourself: 

Considering that the majority of research done in animals is for  use in human medicine, is it fair to say 

that the life of the human is of more value than the life of the laboratory mouse / rat? 

How about mice and rats that come into your home as unwelcome “vermin”.? Would you put out a 

mouse trap or poison  (rodenticides)?. How is this different to the use of mice and rats in research? 

What about animals for human consumption? Do you eat meat? Can we justify the ‘killing’ of animals to 

feed us and in the same breath condone  the ‘ killing’ of aniamls in research to teach us or  to develop 

new drugs? 

Thank you for the opportunity to express some of my views. 

  Dr Angelique Smit BVSc. Dr Smit can be contacted at drangeliquesmit@gmail.com  

NB: 28th September is WORLD RABIES DAY – get your dog innnoculated. NOT NEGOTIABLE! 

mailto:drangeliquesmit@gmail.com


              ************* 

 CHARACTER AND BREED ASSESSMENT RESULTS 29TH SEPTEMBER 2019 

   

The following Bullmastiffs achieved a pass in their CBA evaluations  

        

 Sargethrust Samba Lilly CBA (Ex) and Sargethrust Sambo Hano of Sanniesebos CBA 

 

The CBA Team with owners and handlers. 

****************** 



WORLD OF BULLMASTIFFS MANUAL – UPDATE 

The Manual is almost complete with final orders and payments to be made  

****************** 

BLACK BULLMASTIFFS 

The CBC has received some calls from Bullmastiff ‘fanciers’ who want a BLACK 

BULLMASTIFF.  

Please folks do not entertain this idea for a second      The Breed Standard is 

quite clear on the 3 colours permitted – red/fawn & brindle. The colour to be 

pure and clear. With regards to the brindle there is no exact amount of just how 

much of the background colour must be visible but most knowledgeable 

breeders/ judges desire confirmation of what the background colour is – fawn 

or red. A 50/50 or 60/40 balance is ideal. 

            

Would you say these brindle colours are pure and clear. ?  

   

And these? 



Question 1: Can two brindles produce clear colours? 

Question 2: Can two clear colours produce brindle?  

DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE ARE ACTUALLY TWO KINDS OF BRINDLE BULLMASTIFFS? 

A FULL ARTICLE ON THE BRINDLE GENE AND THE APPEARANCE OF “THE BLACK BULLMASTIFF” 

COMING UP      

********************* 

DO BULLMASTIFFS GET LONELY? 

Oh yes say some! – rubbish say others.! Is this a sensitive issue where there are so many 

variations of what can be, and of what people think that there are no clear answers? After all, 

haven’t we ‘humanised’ our dogs so if we get lonely it stands to reason our dogs do too? 

     So, here is a ‘bit of this and a bit of that’ on the matter - and make of the ‘this and that’ 

what you will      .   

 

     

 

All dogs are social animals and pack orientated. The pack may be fellow canines or humans 

and depends on the home conditions.  

Keep in mind that in the olden days Bullmastiffs were kept as solitary dogs only working with 

the Gamekeeper and were kept apart from the household. Nowadays with the changing 

times most Bullmastiffs can be quite happy snoozing during the day while the Master (&/or 

Mistress) are away at work BUT come home time Fido not only wants but will demand some 

human love and attention – and, of course, must get it!!. 

On the other side of the divide Siberian Huskies, for example, are full time pack dogs that will 

work in harness hauling their cargo around the frozen wastes of Alaska or running the 

Iditatrod and making do with a frozen fish for supper, a bed of ice to sleep on and minimal 



personal contact from their handlers. (Excluding, of course, the precious show and breeding 

stock      )  

   

 

So, where does that leave our favourite pooch in the average home? And what are the 

dynamics that unfold when changes such as a death, re-home or extended working hours 

occur? And, what are the best ways to deal with such problems? 

 I think it would be safe to say that each household would have to access their home 

dynamics should there be an occurring problem such as destructive behaviour, or any other 

unusual behaviour, signs of stress or such like resulting from any unplanned change. 

This could begin with a full veterinary check out to eliminate any underlying disorders that 

may not have been noticed. 

So, a clean bill of health then what? Another Bullmastiff to keep Fido happy? This may sound 

like a good idea and in some cases, it will work but in others it won’t because Fido does not 

want canine company, he wants human company. 

Another option is integrating any domestic staff that are in your home and tasking them to 

give Fido some attention. Again, this may or may not work depending on the scenario. 

What about pet - day care or a pet -sitter? Ummmm! Not always available or suitable or 

perhaps unaffordable. But might just work in the right circumstances       

A pet-dog walker taking Fido out every day. Yes /No? 

Whatever the decision - Just make sure all expectations are met and that any problem areas 

are attended to. 

Sometimes we humans worry a tad too much about our favourite pooch. We forget that s/he 

is after all a very hardy, competent and stable animal that has adapted to our 21st C lifestyle. 



 

     

********************* 

FAMILY PHOTO’S 

     

        



**************** 

 FOR THOSE FOLKS THAT DON’T KNOW:- THIS NEWSLETTER IS DISTRIBUTED INDIVIDUALLY TO 

ALL MEMBERS AND ALSO  PUBLISHED ON THE CBC WEBSITE AND THE KUSA WEBSITE 

********************  

OVER THE RAINBOW 

    

‘ “Jess” was my beloved friend and companion and the  light of my life and nothing will fill  

the void she has left behind”’  

  

“My precious Jess passed away at the tender age of six from a brain tumour. She will be 

forever in my heart”. 

INGRID  RISCHBIETER 



AND 

PETER ROGERS SAYS GOODBYE TO HIS BELOVED “SAFIRA”  

  

“Safira” and her buddy “Yodah” 

CONDOLENCES TO INGRID AND PETER 

 

FOR SALE 

       

Contact Ingrid Rischbieter@icon.co.za     

 

mailto:Rischbieter@icon.co.za


The information in this magazine is confined to its members. Statements or opinions may be 

expressed in this communication that are personal to the writers and do not necessarily 

represent the views of the Club. 

The Cape Bullmastiff Club 

Post Net Suite 65 

Private bag X15 

Somerset West 

7129 

www.capebullmastiffclub.co.za or info@capebullmastiffclub.co.za   

     

http://www.capebullmastiffclub.co.za/
mailto:onfo@capebullmastiffclub.co.za

