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Monique Hodgkinson 
My heartfelt thanks to the committee of the Cape Bullmastiff Club for inviting me to judge your trophy 

show on Sunday 26th January 2020.  My sincere gratitude to my ring steward Hannelie for organising 

all the exhibitors into their classes and leaving me to just concentrate on the dogs.  No show can exist 

without the exhibitors, and I really am so grateful to everyone that entered under me.  The 

atmosphere around the ring was fantastic with the exhibitors truly showing that spending a day out 

with your dog is a wonderful opportunity for catching up and chatting to fellow Bullmastiff lovers.  At 

the end of the day, it should always be about the breed.  The camaraderie and obvious fun had by all 

shows that the Bullmastiff is safe in the hands of the Cape Bullmastiff Club. 

With the current emphasis around the world on health in purebred dogs and the spotlight on show 

dogs, I make a point when judging of ensuring that the exhibits I award are not restricted in any way 

from leading a healthy life due to obvious conformational issues.  Brachycephalic dogs need particular 

attention paid to them to ensure that nostrils are well opened, and that muzzle length is not becoming 

too short.  Both these faults severely affect the dog’s ability to breathe, with small stenotic nostrils 

not allowing free inflow of air and the shortened muzzle length leading to soft palate issues and lack 

of internal nasal surface area to cool incoming air. 

I also look for balance when I am judging.  Balance of muzzle to skull, head to body, forequarter to 

hindquarter, height to length etc.  One doesn’t want any one part of the dog to be exaggerated or 

lacking when compared to a corresponding feature, or the dog as a whole.  Exaggerations of any sort 

must be fiercely guarded against. 

I found temperaments to be excellent, with only one exhibit seeming a bit overwhelmed with the 

experience and not happy with being approached and ‘gone over’.  As I believe this was the first time 

the dog had been in the ring, I put this down to lack of socialising and not due to any inherent 

temperament issue. 

The majority of exhibits had good muscular development, powerful bone and good feet.  Tails were 

of correct length.  Coats were correct and the majority of exhibits were presented in excellent 

condition.  Eyes were expressive and of good colour, although I found a few dogs with eyes that were 

smaller than ideal.  Skulls were for the most part correctly wrinkled when the dog was alert, but there 

were some exhibits that showed excessive wrinkle, even in repose.  I believe this is a serious fault as 

this defeats the original purpose of having wrinkles on the skull only when alert.   

There were quite a few heads with widely opened nostrils and muzzles of correct length, but it worried 

me that there were a few exhibits with nostrils that were not wide open or muzzles that were too 

short, and in some cases both problems at the same time.  The requirement for a square muzzle set 

onto a square head cannot be fulfilled if the muzzle is too short and this results in a rounded head. 



Best Junior in Show and Best in Show  

Charmaine Hoffman’s Eumali Laylah – A balanced and well-constructed fawn bitch handled very well 

and presented in excellent condition with, in my opinion, the best body on the day.  She greatly 

impressed me with her balanced fore and hindquarter angulation, both ends very well-muscled and 

powerful.  She has strong bone, yet retains her femininity.  Moving with powerful strides, her side 

movement is balanced and rhythmical, tracking straight on the away and back and holding her topline 

throughout.  She has a clean skull showing the right amount of wrinkle when alert.  Her nose is broad 

with well opened nostrils, and her proportion of muzzle length to skull is correct.  She has large healthy 

teeth with a slightly undershot bite.  Chest broad with straight forelegs ending in well-shaped feet, 

strong back, well-muscled loins, and an exceptionally good rear.  She caught my eye the minute she 

entered the ring and I was delighted to award her Best Junior in Show and Best in Show. 

Best Champion in Show and Reserve Best in Show  

Ina Jenkins’ & Nicky Robertson’s Ch. Sanniesebos Spooner of Chizelhurst CBA (Ex) – Compact, 

powerfully muscled dark brindle all-male dog.  He has an excellent head, with the typical square-on-

a-square structure of skull and muzzle.  His skull is powerfully developed, clean and broad, with a 

distinct stop, good eye position, shape and colour and a broad muzzle with excellent pigmentation.  

He has a correct bite with teeth of good size set straight into the jaw.  His powerful neck is set well 

into muscular shoulders with strongly boned forelegs and straight pasterns.  Well-constructed 

forequarter with correctly positioned elbows.  Topline well-muscled with wide muscular loins.  I would 

have preferred his croup to have been less angled, with a correspondingly higher tailset and slightly 

more turn of stifle. 

Best Puppy in Show  
Nicky Robertson’s Bluken The Blue Chip for Chizelhurst – Very well-balanced eye-catching male, with 

no exaggerations, and handled exceptionally well to get the very best out of him.  He has a well-

constructed forequarter, strong straight back, well-muscled correctly angulated rear, and strong bone.  

He is masculine with correct coat texture and lovely dark pigmentation.  His head is still very raw and 

needs to mature, but all the elements are there.  He has a broad nose with widely open nostrils, lovely 

eyes and expression and correctly placed ears of good size.  His feet still need to tighten up, which I 

am sure will happen as he matures.  His movement is excellent from all directions and he carries his 

tail correctly.  He gave the champion male a really good run for his money in the finals and fought hard 

for the Reserve Best in Show award, losing out to the champion male on maturity, especially with 

regards to the champion’s very strong masculine head.  I will be watching this young lad from the 

ringside and I am sure he is destined for great things.  

Best Veteran in Show  

Jody Baxter’s Clanshield Spiced Gold of Farhills – The veteran classes are always my favourite classes 

of the day.  Seeing these beautiful silver-faced dogs, feeling very special with being out with their 

dearly loved owners, makes me quite emotional.  This 9-year-old senior was no exception.  Although 

there’s a lot of grey in her face, there is also evidence that she had a strongly pigmented muzzle as a 

youngster.  Lovely nose with wide nostrils, she has very good proportion between muzzle and skull 

and her skull is clean and free of excess wrinkle.  It was an honour going over this beautiful girl and 

she so deserves to relax on a couch in the best spot in the house. 



Best Baby Puppy in Show  

Brand’s Cooperdale Isla Forget Me Knot – A delightful, happy and very appealing baby with a 
gorgeous brindle coat, which won her the best brindle challenge.  She has loads of presence and is 
really quite irresistible!  Very well-balanced at this stage, where nothing has started to grow out of 
proportion to anything else.  I can’t wait to watch her mature and fulfil her early promise.  
 

Challenge Classes  

Best Red winner, Shan Versvelt’s Sargethrust Shiba Mega, presented in exceptional condition has a 

glorious, strongly pigmented coat of short hard hair and a shine that could have shown my reflection. 

Best Bite went to Jost & Ulla Hahnebeck’s Sargethrust Samba Lilly CBA (Ex), who has a perfectly level, 

very powerful bite with beautiful large healthy teeth.  Her lower canines are widely separated and her 

incisors are evenly spaced.  While I saw a number of good level bites, hers really was exceptional. 

Best Head went to Ina Jenkins’ Sanniesebos Fay.  I was looking for the ‘healthiest’ head, that is still 

breed-typical.  This bitch has a muzzle of correct length with dark mask pigmentation.  Her skull is 

broad and clean showing the correct amount of wrinkle when alert and her ears are correctly placed 

and of good size.  Her eyes are well-shaped, dark and expressive.  Her nose and nostrils are text-book, 

large, well-opened and allowing for efficient inflow of air.  She has a very good bite, with strong healthy 

teeth set square in the jaw, and good mask pigmentation. 

Best Handler was awarded to Sunethe Potgeiter.  There were some really good handlers presenting 

their dogs to me but this handler really stood out.  She has a natural rapport with her dog and a very 

gentle and inconspicuous way of handling.  She made her dog stand out, while she brought no 

attention to herself.  I would have her handling one of my dogs at the drop of a hat! 


